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News:

Banks face tighter stock market rules

The central bank has tightened its reporting requirements on capital market activities for banks and its
subsidiaries to monitor the market closely. Under the revised provisions, the banks will have to submit their
consolidated reports on capital market activities on a weekly basis instead of the existing fortnightly basis to the
central bank. Bangladesh Bank announced the decision on Tuesday. With the latest decision, the central bank
went back to November 2015 when it had relaxed the capital market exposure reporting rules for banks from
weekly to two-week basis. “Bangladesh Bank wants to monitor banks' investments to the capital market closely.
This is a precautionary measure, nothing to worry,” said Shafiqul Alam, managing director of Jamuna Bank. Alam
said weekly monitoring will help the central bank detect unusual transactions by banks in the market. The central
bank's decision came after a continued rally this year in the country's two capital markets. The rise in turnover
and index -- the two most important indicators of the market -- in general suggests that the investors' confidence
in the market is coming back.

http://www.thedailystar.net/business/banking/banks-face-tighter-stockmarket-rules-1348891

Foreign Direct Investment curves down, substantially

Net inflow of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into Bangladesh appeared much smaller than what was estimated
earlier as the central bank revised the data matching an updated matrix. The FDI netting in the last fiscal year,
2015-16 (FY16), was earlier estimated at USUSD 2 billion, but the latest calculations put it at USD 1.29 billion.
Bangladesh Bank has started calculating the net inflow of FDI in line with the sixth edition of the Balance of
Payments (BoP) and International Investment Position Manual (BPM6) of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Usually, net inflow of FDI is calculated by deducting the value of disinvestment from the gross inflow of
FDI in a particular period. So, in FY16 the net inflow of FDI stood at USD 2003 million which was derived by
deducting disinvestment worth USD 499 million from the gross amount of USD 2502 million.

http://print.thefinancialexpress-bd.com/2017/01/22/162736

Imports rise in December

The country’s import payments registered a 9.27% growth in December last year against the 17.84% growth
posted in the previous month. According to the latest Bangladesh Bank data, letters of credit involving USD 4.12
billion were settled in December against LCs worth USD 3.77 billion settled in November. The year-on-year
import payments in December also increased by 25.68% to USD 4.12 billion from USD 3.28 billion in the
corresponding period a year ago. A BB official told New Age on Sunday that the settlement of LCs, or actual
import payments, increased significantly in December last year as the import on back-to-back LCs in the
readymade garment sector mainly jumped. Settlement of LCs for back-to-back import products of the RMG
sector in December of 2016 increased to USD 630.70 million from USD 548.13 million in November of the year,
the BB data showed. The BB official said that the businesspeople had recently started to import industrial raw
materials as the political unrest had eased in recent months.

http://www.newagebd.net/article/7417/imports-rise-in-dec
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