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News:

Defaulted SME loans rise by Tk 3,437cr in H1

The amount of defaulted loans in the small and medium enterprise sector in the January-June period of this year
increased by Tk 3,437.25 crore due to a dull business situation and a lack of effective loan recovery measures by
scheduled banks and non-bank financial institutions.

According to the latest Bangladesh Bank data, the defaulted SME loans stood at Tk 22,361.35 crore as of June
30, 2016 — 18.16-per cent higher from Tk 18,924.10 crore as of December 31, 2015.

A BB official told New Age on Wednesday that the SME sector faced a setback in recent months due to political
uncertainty and fragile law and order situation that ultimately caused the increase in the amount of the
defaulted loans in the sector.

The BB data, however, showed that SME loan disbursement by banks and non-bank financial institutions
increased by 23.59 per cent to Tk 69,669.68 crore in the first six months of this year compared with that in the

same period a year ago, but 63.07 per cent of the loans went to trade or unproductive sectors.

http://newagebd.net/249528/defaulted-sme-loans-rise-tk-3437cr-h1/

Court clears way for Robi-Airtel merger

The High Court yesterday gave the green light to the much-awaited merger between Robi and Airtel, paving the
way for the formation of the country's second largest mobile operator.

The proposed merger is expected to be complete by the fourth quarter this year, Robi said in a statement.
Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission's lawyer Khandaker Reza-E-Raquib said Robi will receive
a certified copy of the order one week after the Eid holidays and it will have to apply to the Registrar of Joint
Stock Companies and Firms within a month.

“In the meantime, Robi can carry out all its official work with the certified copy of the court order,” said Raquib.
In the merged entity, Axiata, the parent company of Robi, will hold a 68.7 percent controlling stake. Bharti Airtel
will hold 25 percent with the company and Axiata's old partner NTT Docomo of Japan will hold 6.3 percent.
Currently, Malaysia-based Axiata has a 91.59 percent stake in Robi and NTT Docomo 8.41 percent.

The merged entity will operate under the brand name of Robi.

http://www.thedailystar.net/business/telecom/court-clears-way-robi-airtel-merger-1278619

BNP founding anniversary today

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party would celebrate its 38th founding anniversary across the country today amid
a challenge for its new central committee of leading the party to strengthen mass movement to restore
democracy.

Late president Ziaur Rahman, a sector commander in the Liberation War, launched the BNP on September 1,
1978 with a slogan of politics of development and production.

He formulated 19-point programmes to make a self-reliant and prosperous Bangladesh and introduced
Bangladeshi Nationalism.

Khaleda Zia, wife of Zia, became the BNP chairperson after the assassination of President Ziaur Rahman on May
30, 1981. She became the first female prime minister of Bangladesh in 1991.

http://newagebd.net/249579/bnp-founding-anniv-today/
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